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The WFTO is 3 global authorty on Fair Trade, not because we say so, but because
our members make it so.
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sale.
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16 October 2009

PRESS RELEASE

On the occasion of World Food Day, Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust, the only Fair Trade organisation in Malta, is launching a campain with the theme of the right to food under the slogan “Kieku l-ikel Jitkellem”.  This campaign is part of a larger project called Enlarging Fair in which KKĠ is participating, together with four other new EU member states.  The project is coordinated by an Italian Fair Trade organisation and is co-financed by the EU. 
KKĠ will not be working alone on this theme.  It sought to involve other organisations, entities and individuals who are interested in participating in the campaign as a network.  Among the organisations, NGOs or cooperatives which have joined the network there are Food First Malta, Friends of the Earth Malta, Greenhouse, Inizjamed, Moviment Graffitti,  Slow Food Malta, Third World Group, Youth Alive Foundation and Żminijietna.   
Throughout the campaign, these NGOs will also be organising activities linked to the same theme. The first activity to be held as part of the Kieku L-Ikel Jitkellem campaign will be taking place on Saturday 24th October at City Gate.  Reclaim the World, the annual activity organized by Moviment Graffitti, this year will address the theme of food, bearing the slogan “You are what you eat”.  Another activity by the Youth Alive Foundation will be held at Dar Frate Jacoba in Marsascala on the 1st November.  The activity will mark the conclusion of the project “Zoning for Permaculture” which was organized with the support of the Centre for Environmental Education and Research (CEER) of the University of Malta and funded by the Youth in Action programme of the European Union.

The main aim of the “Kieku l-ikel Jitkellem” campaign is to raise awareness about world hunger and related environmental, social and economic issues and how we can make a difference to poor producers through our everyday choices and actions especially as consumers. The campaign will address various themes linked to the problem of world hunger such as:
· The right and access to food;

· The globalisation of the food market;

· The industrial food chain;
· The raw materials market (e.g. coffee and cocoa beans);
· Volatile food prices, food subsidies and food dumping; 
· The situation of rural women in developing countries;
· Food and intercultural education; 
· Genetically modified organisms, respect for biodiversity and free access to seeds;
· The use of pesticides and their harmful effects;
· The production of crops for food rather than for alternative energy.  
Usha and Kamala, two Indian textile workers, will also be in Malta from the 16th to the 19th of October to raise awareness about ethical consumption. During their visit they will be meeting consumers, trade union and NGO representatives, journalists as well as students and teachers.  The visit is part of another project coordinated by KKG entitled I Shop Fair which focuses on ethical consumption.
The major targets of the “Kieku l-ikel Jitkellem” campaign will be consumers and students in schools.  More people need to recognise that the problems of poverty and hunger in the world today are not due to lack of food but due to lack of access to food.
Therefore in the coming months, KKĠ will be distributing educational material aimed at raising awareness on the themes linked to the “Kieku l-ikel Jitkellem” campaign.  This material includes a set of ten postcards, each one containing information and messages in Maltese about Fair Trade, social justice, protection of the environment and local sustainability.  KKĠ also has a documentary on DVD in English which was filmed in India and Sri Lanka.  The short film features interviews with Vandana Shiva, world-renowned environmental leader and thinker as well as with growers of rice and herbs.  This material will be distributed in secondary schools and during public activities organised by KKĠ or by other organisations taking part in the campaign. KKĠ will also be publishing a Consumers’ Guide so that consumers will be better informed about the food products they buy and how they can become more responsible consumers.  The production of the postcards was sponsored by APS Bank. 
Although KKĠ’s main activity focuses on reducing poverty among producers in developing countries, it also believes in supporting local producers.  This is one of the reasons why KKĠ invited local organisations, including farmer organisations, to join the campaign and to work with it on the theme of the campaign.  KKĠ would like to encourage more people to join its campaign against world hunger and in favour of responsible consumption.  Everyone can contribute by buying Fair Trade products; by choosing organic products where possible; by buying local fruit and vegetables, products in season and where possible by buying directly from the producers; by avoiding waste of food, water and energy.  When we make such choices we would be respecting the natural environment and bio-cultural diversity as well as contributing towards decreasing world hunger.
The campaign will reach its peak in May 2010 with Worldfest, the annual Fair Trade Festival which KKĠ has been organising for the past eight years.
More information about Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust, L-Arka World Shop and the “Kieku l-ikel Jitkellem” campagn is available on the following websites:

www.l-arka.org u www.l-ikel.org
Angele Deguara and Nathalie Grima
Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust

Background Information about World Hunger
Although the right to food is a basic human right and despite the fact that reducing world hunger is the first of the Millennium Development Goals, there are around 960 million people in the world today experiencing hunger.  This is because they do not have access to food and no control over the food they produce themselves.  Ironically those who are worst hit by the problem of hunger are those who produce the food we eat:  small producers and landless farmers especially in developing countries. 
The food and agriculture market is dominated by a few multinational companies.  These, together with world organisations such as the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the World Trade Organisation design and practise policies which do not respect these rights.  This makes the situation of farmers and their families even worse.  Multinational corporations are only interested in making money.  Little do they care that they are denying poor food producers what is theirs by right; that they are exploiting men, women and children.  They do not care that not everyone has access to the market or that the market is not a level playing field.  They are not concerned about environmental destruction or about the rapid loss of biodiversity.
Not only do producers in developing countries not have the necessary industrial setup to turn raw materials into commodities, but they also do not enjoy the financial support, especially in the form of subsidies, received by farmers in rich countries.  These subsidies lead to a fall in international food prices and to the waste of large amounts of food which cannot compete on the market with subsidized products.  Besides, it is not the first time that the governments of developing countries had to apply measures imposed on them by the aforementioned world organisations, as part of restructuring programmes.  These have forced governments in developing countries to liberalise their agricultural markets, to reduce investment in food production and to reduce their support to local producers.
Therefore the problem of world hunger is the result of years of unjust and destructive policies which left their mark on producers in developing countries.  These have for many years been producing cash crops for multinational companies rather than investing their energy and their land to produce food for the local population.  Another problem is the loss of biodiversity.  The drive for profit led to the extinction of various crop species.  Vast stretches of land are being used for monoculture instead of crop rotation.  Poor farmers and producers have no control over their seeds since the seeds market is also dominated by multinational companies.  The widespread use of pesticides is also harmful not only to the environment but also to the health of producers as well as to us consumers. 
Recently we have seen the emergence of a new problem – that of agro fuel production, a market which has expanded significantly and which is detrimental both to the environment as well as to the poor.  Land which was previously used for the cultivation of crops for food is now being used for the cultivation of crops for the production of alternative energy.  In the process vast areas of rainforest are also being destroyed.  This has led to a hike in food prices and inevitably to an increase in the number of hungry people in the world.  
Information about Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust

KKĠ was set up in 1996 by the Third World Group.  It is the only Fair Trade organisation in Malta and it operates the only World Shop in Malta, “L-Arka” in St Paul’s Street, Valletta.  In the shop one finds products from various countries in Asia, South America and Africa.  KKG is a not-for-profit cooperative.  Any profits made from Fair Trade sales are reinvested in social projects rather than divided among its members.  KKG has about one hundred members, twenty-five of whom are actively involved.  The members of KKG are all volunteers.
KKĠ is a member of CTM Altromercato, the biggest Fair Trade organisation in Italy.  It is also a member of the World Fair Trade Organisation.  The activities of KKĠ are not restricted to the selling of Fair Trade products.  It is also actively engaged in spreading the Fair Trade message to the general public as well as to students and young people in schools and youth centres.  KKG also participates in various Fair Trade projects in conjunction with other countries.  

Contact Persons: 

Nathalie Grima (Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust) kkg@maltaforum.org  Tel:79270959
Angele Deguara (Koperattiva Kummerċ Ġust) angele@l-arka.org  Tel: 99821065
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